
KIRKMAN HOUSE MUSEUM
spring 2015 issue 1



WALLA WALLA
GOES TO WAR

The Kirkman House Museum and Fort Walla Walla 
Museum are commemorating the two World Wars 
from a local perspective with a joint exhibit. Our 
community sent men and women away to serve in 
Europe and the Pacific in two wars. Others stayed 
home and faced the challenges of rationing, scrap 
drives, black outs and racial tensions. These stories will 
be shared through multi-media, artifacts and displays 
at both museums.
 
The Kirkman House exhibit, Walla Walla Goes to War, 
is now open and looks at World War II. The exhibit 
will display a rich array of wartime artifacts such as 
grenades, uniforms, helmets, a gas mask, Luftwaffe 
dagger, swords, a Japanese battlefield flag, ration 
books, wartime recipes, censored letters, and diaries. 
Multi-media presentations will include veteran 
interviews, Walla Walla Fairgrounds Prisoner of War 
Stockade, the squadron of African American WACs 
stationed here, Walla Walla’s response to rationing and 
salvage, and the Victory Center war bond effort.
 
One room at the museum will be devoted to Walla 
Walla’s airbase, where crews trained to fly B-17 and 
B-24 bombers. On display is a detailed wartime map 
that shows the scope of the airbase and gives insight 
into the original purpose of the buildings that remain 
there.  Posters will describe the experiences of the 
men and women who worked at the base, and airbase 
artifacts and photos will be a highlight. Visitors can 
leaf through issues of the Walla Wallop, the base 
newsletter that describes wartime life on the base.

world wars from
a local perspective



 
The Kirkman House is also working on other activities 
supporting the exhibit.  Look for a Rosie the Riveter 
Fashion Show, which will feature a variety of garments 
from the forties, USO Dance, Lectures, and a self-
guided Driving Tour of Walla Walla World War II 
Historic Sites
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kaa shows the flag
The Kirkman Airship 
Alliance once again 
ushered at a recent 
performance of the 
crazy and spectacular 
Vagabond Opera at 
the Gesa Powerhouse 
Theater. It’s a fun way 
to help out another 
non-profit, and gets 
the Kirkman House 
name in front of more 
people. The attendees 
always get a kick out 
of the outfits and 
many compliments 
were received. Watch 
for the group at other 
performances. 
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We are pleased to welcome 
Whitman College student Tommy 
Breeze to the Board of Directors. 
Tommy started volunteering last 
fall and has been very helpful 
in producing content for our 
upcoming WWII exhibit. He is an 
art history major, works in the 
Whitman archives and brings a 
great deal of fresh enthusiasm 
to the organization. His love for 
history and appreciation for a 
sense of place were two major 

factors for his wanting to join the 
board. He also hopes to encourage 
people from his generation to 
learn about Walla Walla history 
and get involved. We also welcome 
back Pam Myers after a year off for 
good behavior.
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WITH SINCERE APPRECIATION—
We thank the hundreds of members, donors, volunteers and friends of Kirkman House Museum 
who have helped make 2014 one of our most successful years. We couldn’t have done it without you.

MEMBERS
Bricks & Mortar: $200 
annually for three years
Carol & Robin Lundwall
Roger & Cheryl 
Cockerline
Sally& Fred Kearsley
Laura & Stephen Mulcahy

Friends $250 and up
Donna Cook Gardner
Sue & Mike Gillespie
Gloria & Bruce Hartley
Hans & Elizabeth  
Matschukat
Bart &Karen Nelson
Jane Rizer
Pete & Kendra Wenzel
Jill & Robert Zagelow

Supporters $100 to $249
Jim & Rhonda Abajian
Eric & Candace Ball
Kellie Bond
Jon & Wendye Bren
Bruce Buchanan
Wendy Cheng
Barb & Bruce Ching
Brian & Lori Dohe
Leo & Claudia Doyle
David & Shawna Corbett
Cora & Jock Edwards
Christy & Omand Hilderbrand
Betty Jacobs
Laura & Erik Jensen
Judith & Ken Jurgensen
Howard Boggs & Linda 
Kastning
Carol White Kirkman
William Allen Kirkman
Jennifer Kirkman
Ashley Kirkman
Mary Koch
Mary & David Meeker
Kari Miller
Susan Monahan & Mark 
Brucks
Coralee Mackey &  
Michael Wilcsek
Ty & Diane McEuen
Pam & Stan Myers
Denise O’Bryan
James & Margaret Payne
Carolyn & Don Priest

LaVonne & Yancey Reser
Susan Robison
Peggy Sanderson
Roy & Lianne 
Schellenberg
Martie Schilling
Sonia Schmitt
Ed Helen  & Logan 
Schneider
Kent & Eileen Settle
Roger & Terri Trick
Gordon & Kate Venneri
Matt & Christy West
Katherine Wildermuth & 
John Jamison
Steve Wilen

Families and Individuals
Myles & Myrna 
Anderson
Thomas & Anita Baker
Doug & Karen Bayne
Sandra Blackaby
John & Shauna Bogley
Michael & Pamela Bryan
Greer Buchanan
Jon & Mary Campbell
Sandra Cannon &  
Glenn Morrison
David & Lou Ann Casper
James & Lucy Chubb
Dan & Barbara Clark
Carolyn & Joseph 
Corvino
Heidi Dobson
Joanne &  
Daniel Drumheller
Lori A. Flood
Shirley Fouts
Maeju & Robert Gannon
Jeana Garske
Art & Norma Griff
Anne Haley & Jim 
Shepherd
Joan Potts Helm
Nan & Chuck Hopson
Claudia Hughes
Robertta Hunt
Jean M. Johnson
Vi Jones
Robert & Linnea Keatts
Arlene ‘Suzie’ Keenan
Ruth Kirkman Tyler
Margaret LaVoie

Donna Le Fore
Tam Lennox
Rosemary & William 
Lloyd
Jan & John McGowan
Karen & Doug Morton
Joyce & Hugh Muzzall
Marilyn Noble
Homer Potts
Elaine Prentice
James & Elsie Reynolds
Winnifred Ringhoffer
Jane Rizer
Kathleen Ruggeri
Margaret & George 
Sampson
Diana & Chris Schmidt
Betty Jane Selde
Rick & Darcey Small
Bonny Struthers
Susan & Jim Swayne
Rick & Patti Tuttle
Rose Anne Walker
Jonathon & Melissa 
Webster
Dianna & Steve Woolley

GRANTS
$5,000 and up
Estate of Joseph L. 
Stubblefield

$2,500 to $4,999
Clara & Art Bald Trust
Mary Garner Esary Trust

$1,000 to $2,499
Wildhorse Foundation
Carrie Welch Trust
Port of Walla Walla
Yancey P. Winans  
Testamentary Trust
Blue Mountain  
Community Foundation
George T. Welch  
Community Grant

In Kind
Mark Blanc
Carol White Kirkman
Richard & Joani Reynolds
Jim & Susan Swayne
Whitman College

DONORS
$500 and up
Josh Van Donge 
Architect
Wenzel Nursery

$150 to $499
Kent Settle
Jim & Susan Swayne

Up to $149
Kellie Bond
Bill Burk
Roger & Cheryl 
Cockerline
P.E.O. Chapter CI
Lori A. Flood
Donna Cook Gardner
E. Sue Gray
Gloria & Bruce Hartley
Joan Potts Helm
Jean M. Johnson
Howard Boggs &  
Linda Kastning
Sally & Fred Kearsley
Arlene ‘Suzie’ Keenan
Nancy & Robert Klicker
Tam Lennox
Andrea & Michelbach
Laura & Stephen 
Mulcahy
Marilyn Noble
Marian Plucker
Jane Rizer
Kathleen Ruggeri
Peggy Sanderson
Roger and Terri Trick

EVENT 
SPONSORS
Colonial Motel
Gillespie Roofing
MacRoberts 
Construction, LLC
New York Store
Smith Insulation
Sustainable Living 
Center
Sweet Onion Software
Wenzel Nursery

 

VOLUNTEERS
Chris & Dianna Baird
Howard Boggs
Tommy Breeze
Sandra Cannon
Wendy Cheng
Cheryl Cockerline
Ryan Conner
Erendira Cruz
Mike Fredrickson
Donna Cook Gardner 
Sue Gillespie
Joan Helm
Annaliese Hottal
Alan Jones
Judith & Ken Jurgensen
Sally & Fred Kearsley
Ramona Kemph
Donna Lasater
Maurilio Lopez
Travis Martin
Mark Brucks
Doug Morton
Re Reynolds
Chinnele Rodriguez
Eileen Settle
Kt Sharkey
Cordelia Stewart
Susan Swayne
Greg Troin
Patti Tuttle
Kristen Wilson
Karen Yaeger
Elandra Dalan
Erik Ellis
Joan Helm
Corie Konen
Donna Lasater
Arden Robinette
Kt. Sharkey
Susan Swayne
Brenda Ramirez
Students from
Whitman College
Walla Walla University 
Walla Walla Community College

SPECIAL THANKS
123 Printing
Ace Hardware



the new

kids first

A new metal railing for the front steps 
was produced and installed just in 
time for our opening day.  Although 
the house never had a railing in this 
location it was deemed necessary to 
help our older guests navigate the 
front steps.  The railing was created 
and installed by metal artist Doug Gisi 
and incorporates artistic elements 
from the house.  The board didn’t 
want a plain industrial design but 
something that would complement 
the structure and would look like it 
might have been original.

railing
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Thanks to grants received for our 
Kids First program we will be able to 
make significant improvements to the 
program this year.  We will continue 
to partner with Camp Fire, and Valle 
Lindo, and this year ad the YMCA.  
So far we have booked the traveling 
exhibits from both the Oregon 
Museum of Science and Industry and 
Seattle’s Museum of Flight, and intend 
on booking one more similar traveling 
exhibit soon.  Details are still being 
worked out for this summer program 
and we hope to host close to 1,000 
children this summer.

Part of the grants received is to pay 
for technology that can be used not 
only enhance our permanent and 
temporary exhibits but also in our 
education outreach initiatives.  The 
technology figures heavily into the 
WWII exhibit to show a variety of video 
content and we are excited to see how 
visitors interact with it.  The technology 
also lets us create eBooks of our 
exhibits which we can make available 
to schools and even Amazon or the 
iBook store.



June 10, 2015
10 am to 12 pm

We are pleased to once again host an Open Rehearsal of the Walla 
Walla Chamber Music Festival. The event is free and you may 
come and go as you please. It is a fascinating look at the creative 
process that takes place in preparation for a performance.

WALLA WALLA CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL

This marks the first year of our own chamber music series which 
will feature Cellist Sally Singer-Tuttle and visiting artists.  The 
Kirkman’s liked to entertain and the main parlor was used for that 
purpose many times.  Chamber music was created to be played in 
exactly these locations and the Kirkman House acoustics work well 
with this type of music. Two performances of the same program 
will be given each day.  We invite families to attend the afternoon 
performance and adults to join us for the evening which will 
include wine, hors d’oeuvres and a meet and greet with he artists. 
Seating is limited.

Springtime
Sunday, May 10, 2015
2 to 3 pm and 5 to 7 pm
Enjoy the rhapsodic sound of cello and harp in a very special 
Mother’s Day concert.
Sally Singer-Tuttle, Cello, & Chelsea Spence, Harp.

The Night Before Christmas 
Sunday, December 6, 2015
2 to 3 pm and 5 to 7 pm
An ‘across the ages’ concert with Moore’s famous poem woven in , 
children welcome.
Sally Singer-Tuttle, Cello, and Noah Brenner, Harp

Tickets on sale now. Purchase through the museum website or at 
the museum. 
Afternoon: $15
Evening: $20

Coming on July 3 Kirkman House Live presents a lecture by 
Professor Bob Bartlett Eastern Washington University.  The Triple 
Nickel: Black Paratroopers in Washington State during WWII will be 
presented free of charge courtesy of Humanities Washington.
Location to be announced.

KIRKMAN HOUSE LIVE PERFORMANCES

CHAMBER MUSIC AT THE

MUSEUM



DATES TO REMEMBER
WWII Exhibit Opens March 18 • Kirkman House Live—Springtime May 10 • Chamber Music 
Festival Rehearsal June 10 • Rosie the Riveter—40’s Fashion Show June 28 • 
Kirkman House Live: Lecture “The Triple Nickel” July 3 • Quilt Show opens September 16 • 
Sheep to Shawl October 3 • Victorian Ball October 24 • Whispered Memories November 7 
• Holiday Bazaar December 3, 4 • Victorian Christmas Jubilee December 5 • Kirkman House 
Live—The Night Before Christmas December 6 • Winter Museum Closing December 14

The Weavers and Spinners of Walla Walla met 
March 7th at the museum for a workshop on 
making custom blended yarns.  They worked 
with many colors of dyed wool and silk to 
create batts of blended colors which they 
will spin into yarns for knitting, weaving or 
crocheting.  Anywhere from 3 to 20 colors 
were blended together to make uniform or 
variegated batts.  The group used several 
methods to process the fiber into batts.  
Everyone had an opportunity to try hand 
cards, a drum carder, blending board and wool 
combs to process the fiber.  Participants are 
expected to bring yarn spun form their batts to 
the next group meeting.
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